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Netcong foreman Tom Wood poses with his 1917 REO and 1922 Model “T”. See page 
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TOP LEFT: Linda and Bob Johnson’s 1951 Chevy. TOP 
RIGHT: Don Strizki and his 1930 Model A Coupe. 
BOTTOM LEFT: Ray Bernard and his 1956 Porsche. 


BOTTOM RIGHT: Ed Carle’s 1949 Ford truck. 


For some, 

it’s vintage 
transportation 
that matters 


Care to take the family for a spin in the 
“Cord” or into town in the “REO”? In 
Grandpa’s day, automobiles such as 
these in addition to New Jersey’s own 
“Mercer” and Henry J. Ford’s famous 
“Model T” were the latest in transpor- 
tation and a status symbol in the neigh- 
borhood. 

Today a dedicated band of car buffs 
spend evenings and weekends seeking 
SSS ESE SEE 

TRANSPORTER 
New Jersey 
Department of Transportation 


Thomas H. Kean, Governor 
John P. Sheridan Jr., Commissioner 
James Weinstein, Director, 
Communications/Community Relations 
Published monthly for employees and 
retirees of the New Jersey Department of 
Transportation by the Publications Bu- 
reau of the Division of Communications 
and Community Relations: Room 156, 
609-292-4079 or Scan 322-4079. 
Camille Sinclair, editor; 
Gerald E. Guarnieri, news; 
Deborah Lawler and 
Randy Linthurst, public information; 
Frank Bridgewater and 
Gabriel Palmieri, art; 
Barbara Dyett and 
Susan Culler, staff assistants. 


out and restoring these once proud sym- 
bols of the industrial age. Antique car 
collecting, once regarded as a hobby of 
the rich, engages a surprising number of 
DOTers who devote themselves to 
preserving one or two antique, classic or 
collectable cars. 

“| don’t smoke or run around, | just 
work on my car ... it’s like my baby;” 
said one. Another collector admitted that 
if had to choose between a new part for 
his car or a purchase for his home, the 
car usually wins. 

To qualify as an “antique” a car must 
be 25 years old or more. A “collectable” 
is over ten years old and a “classic” is 
a trend-setter, a car that was the first or 
only one of its kind made. 

The oldest vehicles the Transporter 
surveyed turned up owned by Tom 
Wood a foreman in the Netcong Garage. 
He has been caring for a 1917 REO con- 
vertable for the past 18 years and also 
is restoring a 1922 Ford Model “T” 
Watkins Delivery Fan. 

The Belvedere resident is active in the 
American Antique Car Association and 
the REO Club of America and proudly 
displays his treasures in car shows 
throughout the region. 

Linda and Bob Johnson are restoring 
a 1941 Chevrolet Master Deluxe, two- 
door sedan. Linda works in Accounting 


and Bob at the garage in Cherry Hill 
Maintenance. They belong to the Vintage 
Chevrolet Club of America. 

The Johnsons are concerned over the 
trend toward unleaded fuel since many 
of the older cars can only run on leaded 
gas. 

Ray Bernard and Lee Hendericks, 
both with the Bureau of Environmental 
Analysis, are completing work on a 1956 
Porsche, 356A Coupe. “The car was in 
bad shape when we purchased it in 
1980,” Bernard said. The pair hope to 
sell the car when they complete their 
work. 

DOT auditor Don Strizki has three cars 
in his collection. 1956 and 1963 Pontiacs 
and a 1930 Model A Coupe. 

Strizki, unlike some who baby their 
cars, believes in driving his hard, averag- 
ing 50,000 miles a year. He has twice 
driven to Alaska in the winder, over the 
famous “Alcan Highway,” a 1,100-mile 
dirt road which can take years off the life 
of a Car. 

“It got so cold that | had to warm the 
engine with a propane jet before | could 
start it,” he said, “at 55 to 77 degrees 
below zero, the grease in a car turns to 
dust.” 

Ron Siwy, Region 1 Construction, has 
a slightly different hobby. He has been 
assisting fellow members of the Union 
Fire Company in Lambertville, in the res- 
toration of their 1923 Fire Engine. 

Charles J. Peak, Sr., Region 1 Ma- 
terials, also gets points for being dif- 


DOTers elected 


Department staffers were among the 
first officers elected by the newly-or- 
ganized New Jersey chapter of the Con- 
ference of Minority Transportation Of- 
ficials (COMPTO) at its September meet- 
ing in Atlantic City. 

Office of Community Involvement Di- 
rector Z. Wayne Johnson was named 
vice president and Executive Assistant 


Dr. Audrey Johnson, secretary. Bureau _ 


Chief Russell S. Stephenson of Project 
Location was elected to COMPTO’s 
Board of Directors. 

Other offices elected were William 
“Billy” Treadwell, president and Michael 


ferent. His “baby” is a 1960 Cadillac 
hearse. He also has a 1959 Cadillac 
Coupe and a 1960 Cadillac convertable. 

Dawn Hatch, Bureau of Auditing col- 
lects 1957 Chevys and purchased one of 
her cars from a fellow DOTer. 

M. Gene Mickel of the Washington 
Maintenance Yard is the proud pos- 
sessor of an eight passenger, 1936 Brick 
“Limited” four door limousine, the first of 
its kind. He found the “classic” car in 
Phillipsburg where it has been garaged 
for 28 years with a 1949 inspection stick- 
er on the windshield. Mickel is president 
of the Lehigh Valley Region Antique 
Automobile Club of America and acts as 
a reporter for the club publication. 

“Restoring old cars can be quite a 
challenge,” said Frederick A. Czepiga of 
Structural Design. He purchased a 1960 
MGA Roadster (1600) which he is slowly 
rebuilding. 

“That model had wooden floor boards 
which had rotted away,” he said. “Ameri- 
can-made parts are available, however 
the original British parts are expensive 
and hard to find.” 

Edwin M. Carle, Inspector of Permits, 
Netcong, has spent the past two years 
restoring a 1949 Ford F-100 Pick-up 
truck. With new bed floor and a snappy 
blue paint job, the “antique” looks 
sturdier than many newer vehicles. 

With the great response to this survey 
of “antique car buffs,” The Transporter 
would now like to hear from DOTers who 
collect antique model trains and toys. 


to COMPTO 


Scipio, treasurer, both of NJ TRANSIT. 


Former DOTers Wayne Bradley and 
James Slaughter were also named to the 
Board. 


COMPTO was organized in 1971 at an 
Urban Mass Transit Administration- 
sponsored conference. Its goals are to 
promote better conditions to achieve 
meaningful representation, participation 
and benefits from public transportation 
systems, to promote professional de- 
velopment, to communicate better and 
to actively support affirmative action and 
minority business enterprise programs. 
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briefs 


Principal clerk stenographer Betty 
D’Arcy bought a 50¢ chance from co- 
worker Ruth Schroth and won a trip for 
two to the Bahamas. She took her 
mother who had never been on an air- 
plane or out of New Jersey! 


kk * 


Martin Greenhouse, senior oper- 
ations analyst, is proud as punch of his 
daughter, Robin. She graduated cum 
laude from Temple University Law 
School and has begun her career at the 
U.S. Justice Department's Division of 
Taxation. 


kk * 


Larry Tomasello, who works in Howell 
in Region III’s Local Government Aid of- 
fice, got a kick out of umpiring a game 
in Yankee Stadium. He called the pitches 
at a high school all-star game. 


kk 


Ray Fuller, principal engineer in Re- 
gion IV Design’s Mt. Laurel office, cap- 
tured the South Jersey’s Men’s Amateur 
Golf crown with a 218 score. Lou Pace, 
a project engineer in Design who works 
in the Headquarters, finished sixth with 
229. 


kk 


Robert Preston Jr., Materials Labora- 
tory, won a third place ribbon in Hamil- 
ton Township's Iron Horse Hobby Center 
model building contest with a 1/25 scale 
international truck model. Preston, an 
Eagle Scout, is a leader in Troop 26, 
Ewing Township. 


kkk 


Wilbur (principal engineer, Region |, 
Design) and Evangeline Dixon an- 
nounced the birth of their son, Steven 
Darryl on August 11. He is the proud 
couple's first child. 


kk 


Jack Innocenzi, Budget Analysis, and 
his wife, celebrated the first birthday of 
their son, Jared, on September 7. 


Memorial Plaque 


A plaque on the lead car of the 
first official run of the new M&E 
Line carries this tribute to the De- 
partment of Transportation em- 
ployees who made it possible. 

This Arrow Ill passenger rail 
car No. 1350 is dedicated to the 
engineering and operations staff 
of the New Jersey Department of 
Transporation for their dedi- 
cation and professional commit- 
ment to the re-electrification and 
modernization of the Morris & 
Essex Rail Lines. 

—September 15, 1984, by the 
NJ TRANSIT Board of Directors 


William W. Goodwin, Principal Engi- 
neer, (Design) 44 years; Kingsley 
Davison, Assist. Foreman Highway 
Maint., (Const. & Maint.) 37 years; 
Joseph H. Fort, Foreman Highway 
Maint., (Const. & Maint.) 36 years; 
Charles H. Lotz, Principal Local Aide 
Investigator, (Design) 35 years; Edwin A. 
Michaloski, Investigator Motor Carrier, 
(Const. & Maint.) 35 years; Orrin H. 
Anderson, Radio Dispatcher, (Const. & 
Maint.) 32 years; Robert A. Blazer, 
Equipment Operator, (Const. & Maint.) 
32 years; Thomas Hornick, Sr. Engineer 
Materials, (Const. & Maint.) 30 years. 

John M. Nizolek, Supply Support 
Technician |, (Central Services) 29 years; 
Doris M. Clayton, Principal Clerk Steno, 
(Programming & Monitoring) 28 years; 
Leroy F. Malsbury, Foreman Highway 
Maint., (Const. & Maint.) 27 years; Eliza- 
beth W. Blatchford, Principal Clerk, 
(Design) 26 years; Richard Scola, Elec- 
trical Mechanic |, (Const. & Maint.) 25 
years; Vito J. Marino, Asst. Foreman 


YWCA honors Department’s Dorothy L. Andres 


This week, the YWCA of Greater Tren- 
ton honored Region || Maintenance 
Dorothy Andres with the TWIN Award, a 
tribute to women in industry and govern- 
ment, at a reception and dinner in the 
Hyatt Regency in Princeton. 

The Lawrenceville resident is the first 
woman regional maintenance engineer 
in the Department's history and the first 
ever to hold an engineering manage- 
ment position. 

As regional maintenance engineer, 
Andres supervises 300 people and the 
use of 100 pieces of “manned” equip- 
ment to accomplish both routine and 
emergency maintenance of 2,000 lane 
miles of roads and bridges. Region II 
covers the state’s most densely popu- 
lated counties—Hudson, Essex, Bergen, 
Union and part of Passaic. 


Up-to-date M&E 


The historic grand opening of the new 
67-mile Morris and Essex rail line took 
place on September 15 amid daylong 
festivities in Maplewood Memorial Park. 
The events marked what is expected to 
be a newera in rail passenger service for 
residents of 26 communities in Morris, 
Essex, Somerset, Union and Hudson 
Counties. 

The celebration also capped a work 
experience which brought together hun- 
dreds of people from every corner of the 
DOT. 


The NJ TRANSIT Board of Directors passed a resolution of appreciation to the 


aN 


Dorothy L. Andres 


“It was a good working group; some of 
us would like to stay together to tackle 
another ‘bizarre’ project,” said Cliff Ellis, 
a design engineer who worked on the 
project and recalled 60-hour work 
weeks in the early 1980s. His sentiments 
were reflected by many others. 

The M&E re-electrification required 
the coordination of dozens of different 
professional disciplines and bureaus, 
according to James R. Schuyler, Director 
of the Rail Systems unit which was set up 
in 1978 to oversee the project until it was 


Department for its extraordinary effort in the re-electrification and modernization 
of the Erie-Lackawanna, now the new Morris and Essex Rail Line. 

Receiving the honor on behalf of the hundreds of DOTers who Participated in the 
massive, first-of-a-kind undertaking were Commissioner John P. Sheridan I 
Assistant Commissioner of Engineering and Operations Jack Friedenrich, and Rail 
Systems Director, Assistant Director and Supervising Engineer James 

R. Schuyler, Martin Van Riper and Clifford Ellis. 


RECENT 
RETIREES 


Highway Maint., (Const. & Maint.) 25 
years; Leon J. Kroft, Sr. Highway In- 
spector, (Const. & Maint.) 22 years; Vir- 
ginia M. Esposito, Head Clerk, (Const. 
& Maint.) 21 years; Henry E. Stansky, 
Engineering Aide |, Materials, (Const. & 
Maint.) 21 years; Louis Townsend, Jr., 
Truck Driver, (Const. & Maint.) 21 years; 
Peter C. Todaro, Sr. Highway Inspector, 
(Const. & Maint.) 20 years. 


John E. Blanchard, Truck Driver, 
(Const. & Maint.) 19 years; George 
Wesley Demarest, Sr. Highway Inspec- 
tor, (Const. & Maint.) 19 years; Isabel A. 
Emann, Sr. Title Examiner, (Right of 
Way) 15 years; Alma Wood, Secretarial 
Asst. Ill, (Modal Transportation Services) 
15 years; Frank J. Zuczek, Auditor II, 
(Accounting & Auditing) 15 years; War- 
ren J. Ellis, Bridge Operator |, (Design) 
12 years; John T. Geehan Jr., Welder, 
(Const. & Maint.) 9 years; Lloyd C. 
Spruill, Truck Driver, (Const. & Maint.) 4 
years. 


ready for revenue service. Some people, 
railroad buffs, volunteered for the as- 
signment. Others soon became caught 
up. 

They included: planners, right of way, 
construction, electrical, mechanical, civil 
and structural engineers, equipment and 
materials, roadway and structure plan 
review and specifications, contract ad- 
ministration, civil rights, community in- 
volvement, utilities, landscape, geo- 
technical engineering, environmental 
analysis, accounting and auditing. 

The completion of the long-awaited, 
almost half billion project was first con- 
veived by DOT planners in 1969. It 
achieved its successful conclusion on 
the August 24 weekend with the 
sensitive, gradual conversion of 3,000 
volt direct current power system in use 
since 1931 to the more energy efficient 
25,000 volt alternating current. 

“The countdown on the conversion 
was like the launching of a space flight,” 
Schuyler said. It required continuous co- 
ordination of the schedules of 16 prime 
contractors with Conrail’s train oper- 
ations—all without the disruption of 
Passenger service. 

During the conversion period, a com- 
bination of Lackawanna electrics were 
pulled by a diesel locomotive, Comet | 
and Il trains, while phasing in the new 
Jersey Arrow Ill cars. The modern, air- 
conditioned passenger trains have total- 
ly eliminated the antiquated, increasingly 


Prior to Andres’ current job, she was 
supervisor of Outdoor Advertising, Per- 
mits and Highway Markings, where she 
pulled together diverse elements of 
DOT's outdoor advertising policy. She 
also served as a project engineer in 
Maintenance and a principal, senior and 
assistant engineer in Materials. 

Andres started her career in the De- 
partment in 1963 as an engineer highway 
trainee. Before that she worked as as 
analytical research chemist. 

The award recipient, who holds a 
degree from Rutgers University, was also 
a Mid-Career Fellow at Princeton's 
Woodrow Wilson School. 

Andres is married to Chester J. An- 
dres, Executive Assistant for Engineer- 
ing Project Coordination. They have two 
children and one grandchild. 


debuts, thanks to DOTers 


unreliable 50-year old passenger trains. 
They will provide faster, reliable, com- 
fortable and frequent service from Dover 
to Hoboken. 

The M&E is now in position to provide 
direct service to Manhattan's Penn Sta- 
tion through the Kearney Connection 
planned by NJ TRANSIT. 

The re-electrification required the re- 
habilitation of much of the existing out- 
moded electrical system and the installa- 
tion of new, compatible electrical substa- 
tions, and supervisory control, signal 
and communications systems. In ad- 
dition, 38 rail stations on the line have 
been refurbished and now sport new 
DOT Sign Shop-made signs. The federal 
Urban Mass Transit Administration 
provided $380 million for the work. 

Design and engineering took place in 
the 1970s, along with federal grant ac- 
quistion, procurement of materials and 
Cars, acquisition of right of way parcels, 
environmental reports, public meetings, 
railroad and utility agreements, awards 
of construction contracts throughout the 
U.S., Canada, Japan and Europe and 
testing. 

Besides 16 prime contractors, DOTers 
supervised 22 equipment contracts, 
three consultants contracts for design, 
engineering and construction, 57 sub- 
contractors and 447 suppliers. They re- 
viewed the installation of 192 miles of 
new aerial cable suspended on 247 new 
steel catenary structures. 

Personal lives were affected during 
this project. 

“It was interesting, even glamorous 
work,” said Paul Everett. He said he en- 
joyed travelling and meeting new people. 
“Rail cars are complicated.” 

Everett was one of four fulltime equip- 
ment operators who lived in Erie, Pa. for 
almost two years supervising the as- 
sembly of 230 Arrow Ill cars at the Gen- 
eral Electric plant there. They had been 
trained for the job at the GE plant in 
North Bergen. 

“Ask anyone who was there about the 
Penninsula Motel,” Everett said. “It was 
where the DOTers stayed who rotated by 
month between Erie and Trenton.” 

Steve Toth, now Equipment Bureau 
Chief, was the resident engineer in Erie. 
He met his wife there. 

Besides those already mentioned, 
and, at the risk of omitting others for 
whom the re-electrification of the M&E 
was a major career milestone, DOTers 
who did considerable work on the pro- 
ject included: 

John Hallar, Jack Friedman, 
Callahan, Steve Hochman. 

Doug Webb, Martin Van Riper, Al 
Samour, Mike Seigfried, Richard 
Zolnowski, Jim Dixon, Anker Winther, 
Walt Carroll, Paul Piot, Charles Young, 
George Indahl, Bill Miller, Frank Stewart, 
Ralph Hinrichs, George Carty, Paul 
Schnieder, Gary Stout, Lee Fornaciari, 
Laraine Dobronte, Lorraine Zabicki, Pat 
Dyer, Nadine Innocenzi, Robin Searight, 
Robert Suess, Carl Rebbeck, Gerald 
Altobelli, Sam Whitehead, Joe Rosso, 
Mike Cronin, Gerry Sellner, Sung Park, 
Roger Lall, Albert Algazi, Bill Burd and 
Art Silver. 


John 
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*In Transporter poll conducted this summer by student assistant Nicole A. Hess, a sophomore at Wheeling College in West Virginia. 
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I-287 bridge repairs begin; ridesharing urged 


Commissioner John P. Sheridan Jr.’s 
announcement of the streamlined con- 
Struction schedule for the critically- 
needed rehabilitation of six bridges on a 
4.3-mile stretch of 1-287 between 
Piscataway and Bridgewater and the ap- 
parent low bidder on the repair contract 
were made this summer. 

“After months of analysis of traffic vol- 
umes and patterns and technical consul- 
tation with representatives of the con- 
struction industry, we were able to de- 
velop a schedule which will enable us to 
complete the required repairs in 14 
months rather than the 2'% years the pro- 
ject was initially expected to take,” 
Sheridan said. 

E.E. Cruz & Co. of Red Bank is the 
apparent low bidder with a bid of $14.8 
million. The company is expected to 
complete the bridge work in 14 working 
months. 

If the rehabilitation project is not com- 
pleted on time, the company will be 
penalized $5,000 for each additional day 


of work. If it completes the work early, 
it will receive a $5,000 a day competitive 
bonus. 

According to the project schedule, 
construction of crossovers and upgrad- 
ing of the shoulders that will serve as the 
fourth lane during the project is ex- 
pected to begin this month. Work on this 
portion of the rehabilitation will take 
place during off-peak hours and is not 
expected to interfere significantly with 
traffic. 

Major repair work will be done on the 
northbound side of the interstate from 
March to October 1985 and on the south- 
bound side from March to October 1986. 
Four lanes of traffic will be maintained 
throughout the construction while the full 
six lanes will be open to traffic from No- 
vember through February. 

Over 400 employers are located within 
four miles of the route between Perth 
Amboy and Montville and the corridor is 
a major commuter artery for 130,000 
employees working in the area. 


In addition the vehicular wear-and- 
tear, salt and other chemical compounds 
used to keep the roadway ice-free during 
winter storms have corroded and weak- 
ened the concrete bridge decks and 
underlying supports. 

Efforts to minimize the impact of the 
construction on commuters include the 
Office of Ridesharing’s effort to improve 
or set up Car and vanpool programs and 
the joint DOT/NJ TRANSIT search for 
potential park-and-ride lots around the 
construction area from which com- 
muters could either take buses to acom- 
mon worksite or carpool with other em- 
ployees at the same location. 

DOTers who travel this route may call 
Dominick Botteri at 2-6793 (SCAN 


322-6793) for ridesharing assistance. 


WOMEN’S NETWORK 
Next meeting: Thursday, October 18 
Room 140, Trenton, Noon and 4:45 p.m. 
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Obituaries 


Retiree Thomas P. Casey, Sr., 79, of 
Lambertville died in August. He had 
been a Department employee for 25 
years. 

Casey is survived by his wife, Katheryn 
Johnson Casey and a son, Thomas P. 
Jr.; sisters, grandchildren, nieces and 
nephews. 

kk 

C. Merrell Davenport of Lockeport, 
Nova Scotia, died in August at the age 
of 68. 

He was manager of the Parsippany 
Right of Way’s office before retiring ten 
years ago. 

Davenport is survived by his wife, 
Dorothy Wing Davenport; two sons: 
Michael and Joseph; a daughter, Merrell 
Frey; a brother and five grandchildren. 


